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For the past month the congregation has 
been engaged in a conversation about our 
present and future calling. We have exam-
ined our congregation through the lenses of 
energy, what we are best at and what re-
sources we have. We have also taken a 
deep dive into the current and projected 
shifts that are happening within our com-
munity. There has been narratives and 
data, graphs and most importantly there 
has been meaningful conversations. 

These conversations would not be possi-
ble if not for the strong leadership within 
this congregation. It has been more joy and 
appreciation to work with and watch mem-
bers of this congregation stand up and lead 
this process. It has not always been easy 
and it has taken considerable amounts of 
time and effort behind the scenes to be pre-

pared and to listen to you, the congrega-
tion.  

Though I love serving the congregation 
and I see my ministry here as more than a 
job, I also understand that the vitality of 
the congregation is stronger when the mis-
sion of the church is embodied and em-
braced by the members. Each of you are a 
minister of this congregation, called to 
carry out the ministry of White Lick within 
the congregation and, most importantly, in 
the world. This congregation has been liv-
ing into this vital calling for almost 168 
years and, God willing, it will continue to 
live and serve and thrive for at least 168 
more.  

Thank you for your willingness to share 
thoughts and conversations about our fu-
ture. And I ask that you join me in thank-
ing the leaders who have facilitated and 
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and faith that has been shared and to pull 
it together. We will have a shared docu-
ment available to the congregation by the 
first Sunday in July. We are also planning 
to take your ideas and thoughts and bring 
together focus groups that will help us to 
go deep and look wide. These focus meet-
ings will begin in July and carry into the 
Fall. All interested folks will be welcome 
in these conversations and we will be sure 
to let everyone know when they are hap-
pening.  

In the mean time, participate if you are 
able, in the final conversation on the 2nd 
and continue to share your thoughts and 
questions with your session members. 
Most importantly, keep the congregation 
and the community in your prayers. God is 
doing wonderful things! 

Friends, we will once again be partici-
pating in the Brownsburg Fourth of July 
Parade. We are looking for folks who will 
be able to ride and/or walk during the pa-
rade. We are looking for a team who are 
willing to help decorate the float the week 
ahead of time. We are looking for candy 
donations (or money to offset the costs): 

 Tootsie Roles, Tootsie Pops, Star-
bursts, Jolly Ranchers, Pixie Stixs, Dum-
Dums 

Please only donate candies appropriate 
to the event. 

 
 
 

 

listened to you during these conversation: 
Diane Buxton, Annetta Davis, Erik John-
son, Beth McGuire, Mary Mitchell, and 
Ginny Sheets. The Holy Spirit has been at 
work, and God’s grace has been felt in you. 

                                                     — Daren 

The MISSION quartet will perform at 
White Lick Church on Sunday, June 9 at 

the 10:30 am worship service.   
    MISSION provides a profes-
sional and inspirational program 

that everyone will enjoy.  Their 
goal is to worship and honor 

the Lord through song.  The group 
has traveled and performed to-
gether since 2012. 
    Mark this Deacon sponsored 

event on your calendar and make 
plans to bring family and friends to 

this music event.  

Sunday, June 2nd we will have the last 
congregational conversation around our as-
sessment. This conversation will be cen-
tered on the question, “What do we do 
now?” With the data shared about our con-
gregation and our community, how is God 
calling us into the future? What creative 
ideas for service and outreach make sense 
for our congregation to embrace? What is 
the “Why” our purpose that we are being 
called to live into? 

Though this will be the last scheduled 
congregational conversations, this does not 
end the New Beginnings process. The 
leadership of the congregation is already 
preparing to take your questions, ideas, 

“New Beginnings” 
“Conversations  

Church Chat is published monthly by White Lick Presbyte-
rian Church. 
Submissions of personal testimony or general interest items 
can be emailed to Jerry Bennett jerry.bennett721@gmail.com 
or left for Jerry in the Church Office. 
If you would like to receive Church Chat by email send a re-
quest to Jerry Bennett or Brenda Blue brendab@indy.rr.com. 
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oo oo    oo  oo  oo    oo 

oooo     oo  oo   oo    oo  

35for I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you wel-
comed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38 And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
39 And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family,[g] you did it to 
me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left 
hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from 
me into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, na-
ked and you did not give me clothing, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or 
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ 

As we discern the future for White Lick 
Presbyterian Church as part of the New 
Beginnings process, we will be looking at 
ways to live out Jesus’ commission in 
Matthew 28 to us to “Go and make disci-
ples”.  Jesus had already told his disciples 
“How” in Matthew 25.  Being a vital con-
gregation is not based on the number of 

members, the number of children in our 
Sunday School, or the size of our bank ac-
count.  A congregation’s vitality is best 
measured on our spiritual strength and our 
capacity for purposeful mission.  If you 
have read the New Beginnings assess-
ment, you have seen on page 15 that we are 
exceptionally strong in spiritual develop-
ment but not nearly as strong in missional 
services.   

In April PCUSA announced a new mis-
sional effort called the Matthew 25 
churches.  It is not a program but an invita-
tion to engage in what we are called by Je-
sus to do.  There are three areas of focus of 
which a congregation may choose any one 
in which to commit: 

1.   Building congregational vitality; 
2.   Dismantling structural racism 
3.   Eradicating systemic poverty. 
If the idea intrigues you, check out the 

videos and information: 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/

ministries/matthew-25/ 
How can we put our efforts into imple-

menting Matthew 25? 
 

1    Rodger Watson 
6   Simon White 
13  Erin White 
17  Tom Rupe 
17  June Thompson 
19  Nancy Gray 
22  Kathie Bush 

 
If your birthday is missing from this list or 
from any other month’s listing, please email 
your name & birthday to wlpres@indy.rr.com 
We want to include you, too.  

June Birthdays 

Are we ready to become a Are we ready to become a 
MaMattthew 25 Church?thew 25 Church?  
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Sunday, May 26 – Memorial Day   
                                    Weekend 

10:30 Worship 
10:50 Sunday School Classes 
12:00 Fellowship Lunch – No Lunch 

Thursday, May 30 
16:30 pm PAL Group 

Friday, May 31 
15:30 pm Indians Ball Game 

Sunday, June 2 
18:30 Worship w/Communion 
10:30 Worship 
10:50 Sunday School Classes 
12:00 Fellowship Lunch – Pitch-in 
New Beginnings: Discerning our future 

Thursday, June 6 
16:30 pm PAL Group 

Saturday, June 8 
11:30 Good News Mission 

Sunday, June 9 — Pentacost Sunday 
18:30 Worship w/Communion 
10:30 Worship, Mission Quartet will       

                perform  
10:50 Sunday School Classes 
12:00 Fellowship Lunch – PW 

Wednesday, June 12 
06:00 pm Deacons Meeting 

Thursday, June 13 
16:30 pm PAL Group 

Saturday, June 15 
10:00 am Indy Love Train 

Sunday, June 16 – Father’s Day 
18:30 Worship w/Communion 
10:30 Worship w/Communion 
10:50 Sunday School Classes 
12:00 Fellowship Lunch – No lunch 

 
 

Monday, June 17 
15:15 pm Presbyterian Women –  
          fellowship 
17:00 pm Presbyterian Women – meeting 

Tuesday, June 18 
17:00 pm Session Meeting 

Thursday, June 20 
16:30 pm PAL Group 

Sunday, June 23 
18:30 Worship w/Communion 
10:30 Worship 
10:50 Sunday School Classes 
12:00 Fellowship Lunch – Deacons 

Thursday, June 27 
16:30 pm PAL Group 

Sunday, June 30  
18:30 Worship w/Communion 
10:30 Worship 
10:50 Sunday School Classes 
12:00 Fellowship Lunch – Building &        

               Grounds 

Graduation; Memorial Day; Pentecost; 
Father’s Day… it’s a busy time of the 
year. Between spring and summer there is 
a lot happening. 

I went to the graduation of a friend the 
other day and observed a special ritual. 
The graduate had some close friends, fam-
ily members who were dressed in tradi-
tional African garb. After the Commence-
ment Ceremony at Martin University 
they took her to a less crowded area of the 
lawn outside the assembly hall. There they 
removed their shawls and placed them on 
the ground and Heidi walked across them 
and then turned and selected one shawl 
and rolled it up, obviously she was keeping 
that one. It reminded me of Sir Walter Ra-
leigh and the cloak; Christ’s entry into Je-
rusalem on Palm Sunday; the Bride’s entry 
into the church on the runner and the 

Editor’s Column:                                            .  
                                                             By Jerry Bennett 

 June Calendar 
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Flower Girls scattering of petals on the 
runner. Later I asked Heidi what I had wit-
nessed. She explained that the ritual is of 
Liberian origin. Closely related women 
placed their shawl on the ground and the 
new initiate would walk over them like 
crossing a bridge from the past to the fu-
ture. She then took one of the shawls to 
keep but only until she will give it up to an-
other woman in transition. Her daughter 
said I hope I get that shawl next when I 
graduate. 

I noticed another young man with a 
nearby graduate who had a different ritual. 
He had a checkered flag. Did the signifi-
cance of the word Commencement escape 
him? I hope the graduate took a longer 
view. 

I also thought of times of transition in 
my own life and of the life of our Church. 
It is a time to re-read the Book of Ecclesi-
astes; A time for New Beginnings.  

                                                     — JB 
 


