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Galatians 5:13-15, 22-26

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole 
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 
another.

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing against one 
another, envying one another.


Amos 5:11-24

Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built 
houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but 
you shall not drink their wine. For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are 
your sins - you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the 
gate. Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time.


Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
just as you have said. Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that 
the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.


Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: In all the squares there shall be 
wailing; and in all the streets they shall say, “Alas! alas!” They shall call the farmers to 
mourning, and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing; in all the vineyards there shall be wailing, 
for I will pass through the midst of you, says the Lord.


Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the Lord? It is 
darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion and was met by a bear; or went into the 
house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your festivals, and I 
take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and 
grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I 
will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of 
your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 




Sermon


Today is the final sermon in our series of Holy Courage. We have talked about the Spirit giving 
us the courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and today we finish by considering how the Spirit give us the courage to work with others for 
justice, freedom, and peace.


It may be that we feel the greater need for courage in our current culture to work with others for 
justice, freedom, and peace. It may feel like this is a unique moment in history where this 
ancient calling from scripture is finally becoming an imperative within our world. But the truth 
is, working for justice and freedom and peace has been a constant calling throughout all of 
history. From the time of the prophets through the time of Jesus, straight through our own time.


The prophet Amos railed against the injustice of his time. Your stone hewn houses will not be 
lived in, you will not drink wine from your vineyards, he says. Who is it that can afford a stone 
house? Who is it that can afford to own vineyards? Amos is speaking directly to those within 
his society who have wealth, who have means. And what is the reason for the judgement Amos 
speaks of? “Because you have trampled the poor." What a vivid image that is, literally walking 
on top of the poor, crushing them under foot. But, of course, this was not meant literally, but 
Amos is describing a society that ignored and exploited the poor in their midst. “pushing aside 
the needing at the gate.” And then Amos directs his listeners to “establish justice at the gate.” 
But what is justice?


For some, justice has been defined by retribution within the law. For many movies and TV 
shows, justice is revenge for past wrongs, but Amos used the word justice to mean something 
different. Amos connects justice with righteousness. Justice is the establishment of the right, 
and of the person in the right, through fair legal procedures. Righteousness is that quality of life 
in relationship with others in the community that gives rise to justice. Justice cannot by happen 
without righteousness, and righteousness is about being in right relationships with God and 
with our neighbors. Righteousness often can become self-righteousness, that righteousness 
that is build upon making ourselves look good. Look at me worshiping, look at me praying, 
look at me wearing the cross around my neck or driving with the Jesus is the answer 
bumpersticker. Now of these are wrong, but none of them are the righteousness that God is 
calling us to, the righteousness that Amos is speaking about. Instead, our worship should be 
equipping us for the work of care, praying should be lifting up opening our hearts and minds to 
grow in relationship with our neighbors. Wearing the cross should remind us that we are called 
to live by the cross in our every day lives, sacrificing and living by God’s grace. This is the 
righteousness that we are called to live by, creating right relationships, especially with those 
who are different that ourselves, those that often we would walk past and not notice, even step 
upon on our way from here to there.


Justice and Freedom - Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians that we are all called to freedom 
- it is a basic right, hope, calling for all people. But then he goes on to remind the early church 
and us that we must be careful not to bite and devour one another. If we take a moment, we 
will quickly understand what Paul was warning us about. How often have we used our 
freedoms more like a weapon? We have the freedom of speech, and we use it to divide and 
hate. We have the freedom of choice, and we choose to hurt or ignore. We have the freedom to 
live and we use it to push others down to make our lives seem better in comparison. In our 
freedom, we bite and devour and at times we become consumed. 


This week we celebrate Independence Day for the USA. We will celebrate the freedom that the 
pilgrims sought when they made the deadly journey across the ocean, the freedom won and 
defended by brave men and women over the years, freedom that allows us to prosper and 



become a better people. And it is right to reflect on the freedoms that we have because of the 
place where were born and the lives of so many that have come before us. But as we 
celebrate, let us also reflect on what we have learned about freedom throughout our history. 
First, that freedom is about opportunity. The opportunity to worship without persecution. We 
also learned that freedom could not be freedom for some and enslavement for others. Freedom 
had to be an opportunity for all people, no matter their race or religion, their socio-economic 
position or job. God’s freedom is not freedom for some but freedom for all. 


Paul understood that freedom had to be connected to something else, something that helped 
us expand the freedoms to our neighbors, to our communities, to our world. That is why Paul 
shares with the church in Galatia and us the fruits of the Spirit that will helps us to live out 
God’s freedom in community. When we recognize that God’s freed us for a purpose, freed us 
from the captivity of sin, of evil - then we recognize our hope is in the Spirit’s gifts and our 
faith’s output. The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace and patience, kindness and generosity, 
faithfulness and gentleness and self-control. Love and joy, peace and patience, all these fruits 
are seen in relationships with other people. God calls us, God frees us so that we can choose 
to live by the Spirit and in doing so our community, our country, our world, begins to see the 
fruits of the Spirit in our midst.


Justice, Freedom, and Peace - Peace is one of those fruits of the Spirit, it is an outcome when 
we live faithfully together and it is a goal that we seek after, strive for in every part of our world. 
Justice, Freedom, and Peace have been the ideals of civilized cultures since Amos and before. 
And yet, there also know that no culture has fully realized these three graces in the way that 
God intends them. And with thousands of years of failure - thousands of years of injustice, of 
slavery and oppression, of war and violence - one can understand why we might say, what’s 
the use in trying?


But isn’t that just what God is calling us to do? To try, to work, to strive, to be moved by the 
problems and to act with our hearts and our hands and feet. It may be true that we will not fully 
realized these three gifts fully realized in this life, but as we work together for justice, freedom 
and peace for not just ourselves, not just those who look like us, but especially for those at the 
gate, those who have no privilege or power of their own, those who have been ignored and 
those who have been stepped upon. When we work to give others justice, freedom, and 
peace, then we begin to see the fruits of the Spirit, if only for a moment, if only for a small 
group of people. And yet that is the foretaste of God’s heavenly feast, a table where all 
welcomed, equally provided for, and absolutely loved. That is a vision worth living for. May the 
Spirit give each of us, and all of us, the courage to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace - in this lifetime, in this place, and in every life and every place. Amen


