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1Corinthians 1:3-9
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to 
my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind - just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you - so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Mark 13:24-37
“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth 
its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It 
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake - for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening , or 
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”



Sermon

We await his coming, that is what advent means, coming. We await his coming into the 
world, innocent as a child in a manger, and strong and mighty as the Son of Man 
coming through the clouds. Advent it a season of remembrance and of looking forward, 
to a time where Immanuel is truly “God with us” again. 

In Mark’s gospel we find these familiar words about this second coming, words about 
great and terrifying wonders in the heavens and on earth. Signs that the savior is at the 
gates. And for some this is a frightening description of an angry, destructive God who 
will devastate this world and only protect the choose few. For others, it is just a reminder 
that it was heavenly signs that ushered in the Messiah when he first came, a star in the 
sky, angels coming to shepherds, anger and fearful wrath set about by a little man who 
believe he was in power. And it was heavenly signs that ushered Christ out of this world: 
earthquakes, torn shrouds, and graves opened. So it only makes sense that there would 
be heavenly signs that ushered the Savior back to earth.

And we get caught up in the one generation that will not pass. We believe this to be a 
generation of humanity, a short lifetime for those present. Yet in the same context we 
have talk about the planet and stars, maybe it is not our generation that will not pass, 
but theirs - the planets, the universe. Whatever it might be, Jesus is quick to remind us 
that no one knows the time or place where this will take place and we are to be 
skeptical of any person who says that they know.

And so we, like the disciples of old, now wait in this in-between time and space, in the 
already and not-yet of salvation and redemption. Christ has come, born and lived, 
taught and healed, died and rose again. And yet Christ is still coming, coming to bring 
peace and justice and life everlasting.

And so we must wait. Yet Jesus is clear to his disciples and us about just how we are to 
wait, to live out this already and not-yet time. It is like a master goes away, yet leaves 
instruction for the work of the servants, the final instruction being to keep awake for you 
do not know when the master will return.

In 1964, fifteen year old Randy Gardner decided that, for his high school science fair 
project, he would test the limits of being awake. Gardner successfully stayed awake, 
without the help of stimulants, for 11 days and 25 minutes, the longest period of time 
recorded for staying awake. I have only had the occasion one or two times in my life to 
miss one nights sleep, and I am not a pretty sight when I loose a few hours. Irritable of 
attitude, foggy brained, unable to see well, unable to focus on much of anything. 
Sleeplessness is a horrible way to walk through a day, let along a week or a life. But 
maybe Jesus was speaking of a different kind of awake.

In the 1960 and 70’s the slang word Woke became a part of the vernacular of America. 
It was a word born out of the justice movements around African Americans and then 
moved out toward women and other minority groups. It means to have a perceived 



awareness of issues concerning social justice and racial justice, or to become newly 
aware of something that has always been true but often hidden or washed over, easily 
ignored. Many people were woke to the injustices of society perpetrated on minorities, 
woke to the real way that politics operated, and woke to the harm humanity was doing 
to the environment. And many people continued to stay asleep to these social, political 
and environmental issues of that time and ours.

Maybe when Jesus asked for his followers to stay awake, it was a command to be woke 
to the realities of our time and God’s calling within them. 

Jesus said to go and make disciples, baptizing and teaching them. And in this day and 
age we, the church, are learning again that we are not called to wait for the people to 
seek us, and to seek God, but that we must go out, we must be with the people - all 
kinds, all faiths, all races - we must be with the people and willing to share waters of 
redemption and grace, and through our lives be teachers of word and example of God’s 
amazing love.

Jesus asked us to care and serve the least among us as if it were him: the hungry and 
thirsty, the stranger and the naked, the sick and those in prison. And yet, 2000 years 
later we are still more concerned about having enough for ourselves and the scarcity we 
perceive causes us to drive past the hungry, poison the waters of the thirsty, create 
barriers that keep out the stranger, pray from a distance for the naked and sick, and to 
become the country with the largest percentage of our population who are incarcerated. 
Christ is calling the church to not just share our bread and cup, but to also to awaken 
our hearts and minds to the systems that continue to create systemic poverty and 
sickness and pain. We need to stand up for dignity and find value in every human-
being, not just those who look and act like us. 

And the prophets have told us what the Lord requires of you and me: to seek justice and 
love kindness and walk humbly with our God. This is our definition of being woke, our 
calling to be active participants in our society, staying aware of the systems of injustice, 
the people in need of kindness, and our own humility along the way. For the peace that 
Christ is bringing into the world, the peace that is already and not yet, is an active peace  
that must live within us and be extended through us. For the Savior who has promised 
to return, has called us to be his body in this time and place. May his peace be seen in 
us. Amen


